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Namo Amitabha Buddha
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The Story of Amitabha-Fish
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To the southwest of the Lion Kingdom ( today's Sri Lanka ) lay a remote and desolate island.



Fe o o P R g

Its 500-odd households make their living from hunting birds. Never having heard the Buddha's
teachings, they did not know the workings of karmic cause and effect.
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One day, several thousand large fish suddenly approached the island. Remarkably, they seemed
able to speak. They opened their mouths and chanted “Namo Amitabha Buddha.”
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Bewildered, the inhabitants were unaware that such fish existed. They called them “Amitabha-
fish,” for the moment.
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If anyone chanted “Namo Amitabha Buddha” along with them, the fish would swim nimbly
towards the chanter. The more frequent the chants, the closer they approached. The fish wouldn't

flee, even if they were caught or killed.
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After Amitabha-chanting, it was said, the fish tasted especially delicious when cooked.
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Some people did not chant much. Though they caught fish too, the meat wasn't tasty.
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Il the islanders loved to eat the fish. As a result, every household chimed in and chanted loudly. °
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Later, one of the first islanders to catch and eat the fish passed away
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After three months this person visited the island, riding a purple cloud and emitting bright beams
of ligh
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“I am the old man who caught and ate
Amitabha-fish. When my life ended I was reborn
in the Land of Bliss.”
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“Do you know that the large shoal of fish was
manifested by Amitabha Buddha?”
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@ “Amitabha Buddha took pity on us in our ignorance. He used such skillful means to encourage us

Ill

to recite his name. If you don't believe me, have a look at the fish bones
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Hearing this, the islanders went looking for the bones they had thrown away. Ah, wha
Every piece was a lotus petal!
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All who witnessed this spectacle were deeply
touched. They resolved from then on to eat a
vegetarian diet and protect living things -- as well
as to recite exclusively Amitabha Buddha's name.
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Why were they able to be reborn? Consider that the nature of fire is to burn and that of water is to
ourish.
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It's the same with Amitabha-recitation. The nature of Amitabha's name is to enable sentient beings
to gain rebirth in the Pure Land. Anyone who recites

“Namo Amitabha Buddha”
embraced by the Buddha's light -- and reborn in the Land of Bliss.

is invariably
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Rebirth of a Reciting Cock
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All was quiet in the spacious temple grounds. Even the insects were silent.
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A large cock stood in the courtyard. In a burst of energy, it crowed loudly and shattered the silence.
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The robust sound went straight into the ears of the temple's residents. It prompted everyone to begin
a new day of Amitabha-recitation.
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As the monks queued to enter the Great Hall, the cock swayed its head and followed them in.
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The masters did their circumambulations and the cock followed suit. It seemed to know what it was
doing.
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As the Amitabha-chanting sounded, the bird cackled along, matching the monks' rhythm and
intonation.
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With each step of monastic shoes came a step of chicken-feet. And another and another ---
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When the monks ate, the cock did not join them. Instead, it consumed the grains of rice that had
fallen to the floor, not letting any worldly blessings go to waste.
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One day, the monastics finished their chanting and left the hall. The bird did not follow them.
Asked one master, “Why aren't you leaving? The recitation is over and we have to lock up.”

_."'r‘
LR AR
1,\ ,

{
it




lhe IR 0 — BB o e e KRR = B o il AL
VLRl —F o RN g i Feder 70 0 e B gr 178 o

~<3
b\
/l
N
A
Ffl%
el

Pal
W
s
S

The cock went before the table with the Buddha image and refused to move. Craning its neck, it
loudly crowed three times. The monk approached for a closer look. The cock had passed away,
standing upright.
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Animals aren't fodder for our dining tables. They have their own spiritual nature. If karmic
circumstances allow them to encounter Amitabha-recitation, they too can be reborn in the Pure
Land.
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The Miracle of Wax Apple, Taro Ball and Bean Curd
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Juanita was a Filipina who went to work in Taiwan as a domestic helper.
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Her employer was a devout Buddhist householder. Every day after waking up, she would chant
sutras and prostrate herself before the Buddha. @
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The chanting from the home sanctuary was mellifluous and clear. Bathed in the sounds, Juanita
found them pleasant and soothing. Without being aware of it, she looked forward to hearing them.
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Juanita's son in the Philippines was a seafarer, however. The sea was full of peril, and his mother
was often worried.
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One day, Juanita asked her employer to teach her something from the sutras she could recite, for
the well-being of her faraway son.
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Her employer thought for some time, then smiled. "All right. Just recite ‘Namo Ami-tuofo' (Namo
Amitabha Buddha).” @
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“Lianwu, yuyuan, dofu (wax apple, taro ball, bean
curd)?” Juanita thought skeptically.
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Even so, Juanita happily complied. Busy or not, she would
have “wax apple, etc.” on her lips without stopping. She
was dedicated.
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Disaster struck, nonetheless. Far away a violent storm whipped up huge waves that swallowed her
son's fishing boat.
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Amid wind and rain that blotted out the sky, a solitary person bobbed up and down in the water.
Everything seemed dark and hopeless to him.
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Suddenly --- "Ah, what's that?”  “I'm saved!”
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He swam over with all his strength. With both hands, he tightly gripped the object. “This twisted
wax-apple branch -- where could it have come from?” he wondered.




| €
\v‘u“"m“w A

A

ST e ——
i ‘('U iy “(""‘l\“\l‘lﬂﬂ‘|‘ AT ‘7,‘11"1"}_‘ “"T“‘J“"“‘J“l\‘“,“\; AN

S B (e B R TR

In the great sea, clinging to the wax-apple branch, he drifted for two days and nights.
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The alternating heat and cold, plus the hunger, nearly killed him.
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"Huh --- Aren't those taro balls, and bean curd? Hunger must be affecting my mind!” This
@ episode was truly inconceivable.
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With uncontrolled gusto, he wolfed down the sustenance from heaven. His eyes had long been
wet.
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In the end, Juanita's son was rescued. The media
declared in banner headlines: “Miracle Survivor of
Maritime Disaster!”
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When the news reached her, Juanita was both startled
and elated. She firmly believed that the legendary
six-character recitation had unfathomable power,
unfailingly and with great precision saving her son.
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Namo Amitabha Buddha is precisely the great

miracle acclaimed by the Buddhas in all Dharma
realms.
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Namo Amitabha Buddha -- Whether they know it or not and however they pronounce it, all who
recite the name will have their wishes fulfilled and be delivered by the Buddha.
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The foolish Reciter Who Was Reborn Standing Up
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In the Qing Dynasty, there was a man surnamed Wang who lived in Hebei Province. He had a hard
life, dwelling alone in a dilapidated thatched hut.
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People pitied him and offered him money. But he was too dull even to count the cash. So they
laughed at him, dubbing him “Wang the Fool.”




o
mw“lu“"‘l“‘“'ﬁ

n‘lo“l”i,u

AN
_«1",\,‘;,

’ f ] b | I
(| | )
Wn{‘ ‘U‘“\u .‘u AU AR fins

(" wh T
' ‘v} 145 J” ‘ !

I '

DA
: \‘\ Itl]‘r’”J‘
il i

Ar—(E: - Fafthe aleps o 0 e S+

A Daoist priest named Chen took pity on him and took him as a disciple.
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Said Master Chen: "You aren't capable of anything. So just recite  ‘'Namo Amitabha Buddha'!”
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So Wang the Fool swept the ground and chopped firewood during the day. In the evening, he
prostrated himself before Amitabha and recited the Buddha's name.
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“Namo ---"  "Ami ---" Wang the Fool was truly clumsy. Having recited the beginning, he would
forget the end -- and vice versa. In a daze, he fell asleep.
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“So stupid, yet you still don't try harder!” Master Chen beat his disciple with a bamboo rod.
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Every day Wang the Fool remained bewildered, and his teacher continued to administer tongue-
lashings and beatings.




ESLS S B )G B
e W S R AT R R R T

After three years, Wang the Fool suddenly laughed aloud one night. To his attentive teacher he
said, “Master, you can't beat me today.”
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“You wasted 18 years sitting. If you'd been conscientiously reciting Amitabha's name like me,
you'd have long gone to the Western Pure Land to meet the Buddha!” Master Chen was stunned.
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Next day Wang the Fool climbed to the top of a

nearby hill. Pressing palms together and facing
west, he was reborn in the Pure Land standing up.
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By following the Pure Land path, even the foolish are reborn in the Land of Bliss. “Namo Amitabha
Buddha” alone is enough for rebirth and Buddhahood.




B3ES R 31t

Recitation Delivers Pigs to the Pure Land
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“Slaughter time again!” Starting early in the
morning, the mournful shrieks were sickening.
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Barber Chen was an Amitabha-reciter. While doing his morning recitations, he was compelled to
listen to the distressing sounds.
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One day his apprentice stopped by. He expressed himself using the sign language of the mute,
flapping his hands like butterfly wings. Knowing that his apprentice had special vision, Barber Chen

paid close attention.
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“A pair of large ears, blooming flowers, the West?”  “What -- the pigs are going to the Western
Pure Land on lotus seats?” With one gesticulating and the other guess, master and disciple were
amazed and delighted.
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It seems my simple recitation of Amitabha's name has delivered the pigs! That's truly
incredible!”
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“But I was reciting at home. How could the pigs have heard?” wondered Barber Chen.
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“Namo Amitabha Buddha,” “light” “an undulating dragon,” “scattering” --- The apprentice
got really excited, moving his arms and legs rapidly. When gestures weren't enough, he used pencil
and paper.
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“So the pigs were delivered by the light of Namo Amitabha Buddha
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“Tell me what I am thinking now.” Barber Chen began to recite Amitabha Buddha's name silently.




TSGR, TR R — (PR ER

B S e LA - B T
i 5SS % 5 LS8

“Eight golden dragons, going in the eight directions”

.- the apprentice gestured firmly. He
expressed the thoughts of his master as the latter dedicated the merit from his recitation to beings
everywhere.
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Thenceforth, Barber Chen happily recited on behalf of the pigs. He also dedicated his recitations to
the entire Dharma realm, so that all sentient beings could be delivered by the power of Amitabha's

VOWS.
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A Single Utterance tmits Ten Feet of Light



#l‘g;
\ '}
| JM'([{)
(i
'?

}ﬁz B SR A

(Bl 5 e 5+

From a desolate roadside came the wail of uncontrolled weeping. It seemed to shake heaven and
earth. A mourner stood beside a simple grave.
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Several months ago, his friend from the same village had passed away. He was attending the burial.
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Carrying the belongings left by his friend, he returned to their village
and personally handed them over to the family of the deceased.
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After he told his story, his friend's widow was extremely distressed. She
gave him an icy look and said, “Tsk, tsk! So you came back alone?! Was
this all the money my husband had?!”
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“I've --- I've been unjustly accused!” lamented the mourner, as he recalled that scene. His face was
swollen and red, and his tears washed the graveside.
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At that moment, his friend's spirit manifested ---
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- and promised to go home with him to bear witness.




B gk

On the journey home, their boat encountered a fierce storm.
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Startled, the mourner made a single recitation: “Amitabha Buddha!” A beam of bright light
obliged his spirit-friend to retreat three steps. “What light? Don't try to scare me!”
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Frightened, the mourner began to recite the name of Amitabha Buddha. His ghostly friend said

anxiously, “Once you recite, there is a shaft of bright light. It makes me dizzy. I'm not going. You
bring my wife over.”
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How amazing is Amitabha-recitation! What am I doing, pleading my innocence?”
became a monk.
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In a flash, he
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Amitabha Buddha resides in the name that we recite. At all times he emits light to deliver us and
embrace us. How truly marvelous are the effects of Amitabha-recitation!
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